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HE preſent Copy being what our Author has had ſome time by him, 
be thinks it nom convenient, on the further improvement of his 


Skill, to add this Advertiſment alſo ; That his Skill is now grown 


ſo great, that he hath prophetick Monitions as familiarly near as a Man 
can diſcourſe with his Friend, He further adds alſo, he is ſure withal he 


can ſpeedily impart this Skill to the whole Earth alſo, and ſo render the 
whole World as a great College of Prophets, For his part he defies all Ca- 
lumnies if he fails in his Propoſals ; nor does he deſire to diſturb the Peace, 
or ft - the leaſt Opinion of his own : but if Men can bear to hear the Voice 
Fs 

#7uage yet have ever been able to utter or couceive: for this, he takes it 
to be a faint Eſſay in the matter, aud that is all he prints it for; but this 
once accepted, what is thus promiſed, is at the door to follow. a 
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he doubts not but to let Men ſee ſuch things as neither Nation or 
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The INTRODUCTION. 25 


* th 3, 


notice, in the firſt place, to obſerve how curiouſly throughout, the Spirit, 
as the ſubtileſt Matter of the Scenes, preſents us with all the moſt agreeable 
and apt Symbols that can prefigure to us the future ſtate of Chriltianis 
ty ; it may not be wondered at then by the Reader that he finds here but 
little Literal with me, who, as a true Interpreter, | e rather to follow Truth, "mad 
in Complaiſance to imitate an. 

And thus, firſt, here by GOD, and except where het is literally intended; is — 
the End and Controul of Man's Fate as wholly depending on his Pleaſure; and 
ſo by CHRIST is ſhewn alſo an all-conforming active Obedience to his Will, and as 
by his Example exhorting us to the happieſt Approaches to Almighty God thereby ; 
and fo by the new Earth, and the new Jermſalem, &c. is hewm us" allo thie 
greateſt Surety and Stability in ſuch our N in the moi ſolid and ſubſtantial 
methods of Proceed and Tranſaction. | 

And in this caſe like wiſe all is God's, as this i is his only (able niethoa fot 
the approach of Man to him; and ſo all is Chrift's too, as he alone has left us the 
exacteſt Patterns of Obedience thereto: and while the new Cicy is as his old Con- 
verſe, and the Bride his Science of Life, he eſpouſed his Endeavours to, and 
wherein the imperfect Efforts of the Tribes and Apoſiles have only left us in pare 
thereof the Gates of Faith and che Walls of Piety at our Command therein; and 
- whilſt from an entire Purity only, as Chrilf's, is to be expected the full Mirage of 


the Bride, the perfect Enjoyment of the holy City, and Command of the Tree 5 


of Life, and the River from the Throne of God. 

And hitherto alſo may be refert'd all the Promiſes of the Glories of Chrift's 
Kingdom, and thus all things are to be in ſubjection to him, "that is, Ml things will 
be truly commanded by them who follow his Purity; and he ſhall reign as a King 
in all, that is, his Purity alone will ſtand as the exemplary and'commanding Stan- 
dard for all thoſe that approach Almighty God; and fo likewiſe the laſt Enemy to 
be ſubdued by him is Death, that is, even Travflation will truckle to the Command 
of his purer courſes alſo'; and whilſt ſo, at laſt he brings us to that State that 
alone be all in all in us, that! is, that we be tot ta all thin — to our ſelves, ": 
only live as to God; ot, as 'Chrift fays, as if wie Were to be one with him. 

And as thus exiſts the Tenour of the Promiſes, ſo thus nit the Wee of 


the Perſon; and the Name of Chriſt alſo; for jaff as when the Deyil appears great 
and black, and with Horns atid Claws, fs cheatnin the Interpreter 18 95 
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courſe, but as a Devil withal ſhews of ſuch courſe in utmoſt Deſpair, Miſchief, Con- 
ſpiracy and Horror, and ſo as great, moſt powerful and able, as well as ſurely willing 
to hurt 3 ſo as black, as moſt wicked and falſe; and fo with Horns and Claws, as of a 
mere beſtial or rapacious Energy in his Efforts of Action, and threatning withal 
as ſuch courſe really in active overture to him who ſees ſuch Viſion. 

So alſo when St. John {aw Chriſt in the beginning of the Revelations, his appea- 
rance there with Feet of Braſs, and a Voice as of many Waters, cannot but be moſt 
abſurd of him as litera}, but in che Allegory what can be more exact and conforma- 


ble? Thus Chriſt appears among the ſeven Candleſticks, that is, from a motherly 


Inſtruction of Art ſhewn by the number ſeven, and the Candleſticks ſhall ariſe as 
Chriſt, that is a rational courſe, as holy and acceptable to God as Chriſt ; ſo he is a 
Man as ſhewing of an active courſe, and not a mere Scheme or Science only; and as 
is ſhewn by a Woman, and ſo he is clothed with a Garment down to the Feet, as to 


be of perfect and abſolute Reputation in his way, ſhewn by Clothes ſo long, and girt 


about the Paps with a Golden Girdle, that is, in full Command of ſuch moſt rich 
and ſincere Repute; and in this cafe too tis ſure as girt firm, fincere as girt about 
the Breaſt, and rich as by a Girdle of Gold, 

So allo his Head and his Hairs were white like Wool, as white as Snow, that is, 


moſt pure and innocent; or a reaſoning rather bearing than active in Wrong, as in 


likeneſs of a Sheep: and ſo his Eyes were as, a Flame of Fire; that is a courſe in 
Wiſdom moſt ſearching and active; and his Feet like unto fine Braſs, that is, his main 
Efforts irreliltible and eternal, as Braſs, a Metal both warlike and laſting, &c. and 
ſo as if they burned in a Furnace, and that as moſt pure, tho in ſcorn to the fieryeſt 
Trials thereto 5 and his Voice as the ſound of many Waters, that is a courſe of Putity, 
and that when appearing ſhall be moſt popular in Tranſaction withal. 


And fo for Antichriſt alſo, I cannot but diſſent from the common ſenſe about him; | 


an Inquiſitor or a Popiſh Perſecutor may be ſuch indeed, or Popery her ſelf may 
carry him in her; but to fling him at the feet of the Pope, or any ordinary Papiſt, I 
dare nod: the true Notion of Antichriſt, in my opinion, is an active courſe that 
would oppoſe and confound the pureſt and cleareſt courſes to Piety ſhewn by Chriſt 3 
and therefore as ſuch a Purity is hard to be found now and in theſe days, and of 
courſe ſuch an Oppoſer too as hard to find, mult it not be as hard to feat Antichriſt 


* 
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But indeed to ſay that the Whore of Babylon ſhews Po ty 1 cannot deny it, and 


in truth in this the Holy Ghoſt is modeſt whatever Men be, he arraigns the State of 


the Church for a long ſeaſon to be as a corrupt Scheme ſhewn by a Whore, and 
precdy and cruel in Intereſt by her riding, a Beait; but he goes no further, and why? 


— 


caule as we have no ſure Chriſts with us, tis as hard to have a ſure Antichiiſt alſo; 


but a Controverſy between a Woman and a Whore, or Huth and the Churches 


Errors, and two Witneſſes and the Whore, or between the Churches Errors and their 
imperſect Reformers, or the corrupt Tricks of the Whore her ſelf, or the Cheats af 


the Church in her ſelf, that is plain with him, and that is all, and till he brings the 
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Men through an ungrateſul Ignoiance hereon in Heatht niſm, Popery, or any other : 


Indeed did God condeſcend to act as a Father, even to the very, Hesthens them- 
ſelves, and that notwithſtanding the corruptions of their Ages; did he anſwer their 


Skill as an Interpreter, I am ſure he did whatever our - zealous, monopoly Rabbies 


may imagine: I ſay, could he be thus gracious to them, and be ſuppos d to rect 


all regard of the Followers of his Son for their imperfect Corruptions, and as by. 
the name Antichriſt ſeems directly implied? No, it cannot be, and I'm ſure the 
contrary by the Skill I have attain d, nay and I ſee too how God has led them all a- 
like by their Dreams and Vitions in their ſeveral Practices and Orders accordingly 3 
only this indeed they ſeem alike, to have miſunderſtood them to their Self-deceit, or. 
gy wan they appear manifelily. under the Guidance of the ſame God and Spirit as. 
our ſelves, . a | | 1 . 
But to illuſtrate this a little by Exampleʒ and which it may be, may afford the; 
greateſt Satisfaction to the curious and inquilitivez and thus, when Alexander the 
Great by laborious Valour took Jyre by Force; over nigbt he ſaw FHereules on. 
its Walls, inviting him thereto: And ſo when a pious Father, in the Papiſn Church, 
ſaw the Virgin in Glory, with Chriſt in her Arms, in Viſion, and a little after upon 
it, publiſh'd to a general Imitation in the Church, an excellent Scheme to Piety 3. 


I may ſay, if you ſhould doubt whence came theſe Viſions, yet I muſt by my Skill. 


anſwer, Pm ſure from. God, and that from their prophetick and alh controlling 
Iſſue following, the one by Hercules, as an Emblem, - ſhewing Alexander the 
Victory he had came. ſrom God, and not himſelf, tho he Valiant in it ; and the 
other of the Bleſſed Virgin and the Intant Jeſus to the Popiſh Father, to ſhew him. 
he had hit juſtly of as maternal and ſcientifck a Scheme to true Piety; And yet as 
Chriſt ſeen there is but as a Child, it muſt needs fail in the perfection of Practice, 
and that as ſhewn them trom Almighty God alſo. eo. 

And what ſhall we ſay then, if Heathen Alexander on this magniſy Hleenles, 
and the Followers of ſuch Popilh holy Man glorify the Virgin on't above the little, 


Infant Feſus in her Arms, or honour both, or either in this Cafe, rather than God,. 


or miſconſtrue the holy Advice given them thereby; is their monition-therefore the 
leſs from God, and that only becauſe they miſtake him in it; and ſo if they a-- 
dore the Pictures of Valour and Piety in the holy Language repreſented by Hercules 
and the Virgin, together with the holy Infant Jeſus rather than God; mult the holy 
and Immutable God ſurceaſe or change his Language therefore, and becauſe - 


Man blunders into Errors, and that what tho ſuch Errors: even in the very Recep:- 


tion of God's greateſt Mercies and Providences ? _ 5 
And fo alſo as it is the conſtant Courſe of Providence in our divine and Prophetick 
Monitions, ſo to meet us with his holy Notices, as we are ſeverally circamltanc'd i 
in Time and Place, witneſs the Vitions of Abraham and Jacob, in their Wander- 
ings; witneſs the divining Arts of Baalam, and witneſs the Practices of the FO. 
lowers of Socrates, and who by flceping on his Tomb after his Death, received 
Antwers of him near of what e're they delired : nay, and J fay, were it fo that 
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ious Addreſſes by Oracles, even amidſt all the filthery of their Idols; and as by m 
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rious GOD of Order, oY them with a fatherly and inſtructive Tendernefs 
therein; nay and if hereon, even Temples have been built to ſuch Perſons, and di- 
vine Honours and Adorations have been paid them; and what then, muſt the im- 
mutable God change his Language therefore, or ceaſe of his holy Monitions to his 


poor and invincibly Ignorant devout Creatures therefore ? No, God forbid z nay on 


the contrary, he has been more gracious than ſo, and for all their Abuſes he yet ſtill 
continued on the ſame Notices to them to reform them, if they would hear, And what, 


may we be more unnatural to ſich as Brethren then, than he has been as their Fa- 
ther, and who thus tenderly owns Men, and that tho in their worſt of Errors? And 
yet may even this too to thoſe that err encourage them therein: indeed is it poſſi- 


ble that Men can delight to trample on the Gitts of ſo moſt gracious a God, and his 


holy Spirit? 


Nor may Few or Proteſtant grumble hereon, let them read of holy Fob, and 


Chrift*s Parable of the Workmen: Alas, tis God's main Deſign to the Juſt, that they 
live by Faith; and as gracious as he is to the Prodigal, ſo as ſharp too he is to his 


Saints in his Trials, to make them ſhine the brighter. Let them not wonder then 
that both have had their Babylons, at leaſt he is gracious to both in this, that they 
have a Redemption, and that their time therefore draws near; and therefore, and 
as in Mercy to his Servants it is, and leſt all their Hopes and Proſpects therein ſhould” 
be confounded, he at laſt as by the preſent Prophecy has opened the way to univer- 
ſal divine Monition and Prophecy to ſupport them; and to this End and Purpoſe, as 
have been all the Promiſes, ſo have been all the Prophecies alſo, only the reſt in Hopes 


and gradually deſigning, as the preſent in a more particular and poſitive manner 
concluding thereto. 8 | 


As we then of the latter Ages of the World, and who have now ſurviv'd the main 
and introductory part of theſe Prophecies, may juſtly at preſent expect of their fulleſt 


Iſſue and Concluſion therein, fo to ſhew both, that this has been the Deſign of the 


preſent and the reſt of the Prophecies, and withal through Skill and Wiſdom to 
ſhew the poſſibility of attaining, with Daniel and the Prophets, to ſuch an univer- 
{al divine Monition and Prophecy, has been the whole and ſole Deſign of this preſent 
Interpretation, in Effay and Example thereto, 8 ables n FRR 
Welcome and thrice Welcome Reader then to the ſulfilling of this the laſt and 
greateſt Prophecy, to the Achme of Chriſtianity, and the utmoſt Glory of Chriſt's 
Kingdom; and if thou wilt proceed therein, fear not, thou mayeſt to the utmoſt 
behold the River from the Throne of God, and the Tree of Life, land ready for thine 
utmoſt Encouragement: But if thou expecteſt further Aids, or further Directi- 
ons from God, I feat thou wilt be diſappointed; for ſurely in this ſeem both all the 
Prophecies as well as all the Promiſes to be at their Period. He. 1. bine en f 01h 
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State, have rather hondur'd the Picture Socrates, &c. than the good and-glo- | 
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Ver. 1. And 7 ſaw a nem Heaven, and a new Barth for the 


was no more Sea. 


firſt Heaven and the firſt Earth were paſſed away, and there 


7 1 
ere 


Ne Heaven and 4 nem Earth}; that is, a new State of Matters in the 
moſt abſolute manner, but more particularly thus, 4 new Heaven, a 
new ſtate of Command; and a new Earth, a new ſtate of Obedi- 
ence or Subjection: and why? ſays the Spirit, becauſe [the firſt Hed- 


ven and the firſt Earth were paſſed away] that is, in the Conſummation of Apes, 


and in the time ot the Performance of the Promiſes. to the more Adult fate "of : 


' | Chriſtianity, the old imagin'd Form or Poſture of things in every ſort ſhall vaniſh, 


whilſt a new one, thro God's great Bleſſings and Mercies, ſhall appear. LA there - 


was no more Sea] that is, in this Renovation of all things, and wherein the popu- 
lar and tumultuous Errors of Men, ſhewn by the Sea, ſhall vanith, all in par- 
| | ticular hereon being immediately taught of God himfelf ; there ſhalt be no more 


room or pothbility tor any ſuch further Confuſions among us; but all as of one 


Spirit, fo mult as of neceſſity be of one Mind alſo. But it may be you'l fay, why 


all this Allegory, and why not a new Heaven and a new Earth to be expected Li- 


| terally, and as in fact to be among us? I anſwer, firſt, Would not this be contra- 


ry to all the reſt of the Prophecy, and which all beſore and after depends on the 


| fame Allegory? and next, if we but conſider what follows aiter, nothing can be 


more abſurd than if in its Coherence taken in a literal Senſe: For'inflance, A City 
without Inhabitants, and of Height equal to its Length and Breadth, &. and ſo a 
Structure ſo glorious, and void of Night, and when we hl! but the ſame poor 
Fleſh and Blood to inhabit it. es 3h | 
Ver. 2. And ] John ſaw the holy City, the new Jeruſalem, coming down from - 
Sid out of Heaven, prepared as a Bride adorned for ber Huehand, © © 
The Apoſtle ti ſt declares of a new Heayen'and a new Earth, and now after of a 


new City ro poſſeſs it; for the new Heaven and Earth then, ir being as a change of 
state, and which the Church was to ſuffer through the Introduction of a new Light 


into it from the other World, what follows hereon, but that the new City com- 
pre hends alſo as general an acceſs to Men of an univerſal Power of divine Praphe- 


cy and Monition allo ? Nor need we wonder herein; for as all things corpore in 
— 7 | | Dream 
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Dream and Viſion allegorize of things ſpiritual, and as ſo Cities ſhew of univerſal 


and large in extent of Converſe as à City, and ſo withal *cis an holy City, as tis im- 


or publick Converſes, as Towns of leffer Tranſactions, and Villages of Neighborhoods 


according; fo in truth what can be meant here by A City coming ſrom God, but 
ſuch a Gitt of Divine Prophecy and Monition, and that publick too, as God him- 
ſelf is the Giver of it? And in this cafe St. John ſees it, that is, his Spirit as a 
ſelect Member of the Church prophetically foreſees and foreſhews it; ſo tis a City 
too as foreſhewing likewiſe that the Prophecy the Church is to have is to be as full, fair 


poſlible that any thing coming from God can be other: And for its Name, tis call'd 
the New Feruſalem tor theſe ſeveral Reaſonings; and firſt, it has a known Name, 
becauſe ſuch Prophecy is no other than at leaſt what has been heard of heretofore 
ſo *tis call'd Feruſalem, as a known Name in general for a City of God, as Babylon 
for Antichriſt, and as Jeruſalem when in Splendor was always eſteemed as the moſt 
. glorious City of God upon Earth, and as the very Mother of the Prophets and 
Prophecy: And yet as this Characteriſtics ſo admirably oppoſes Jeruſalem to Bal 
In, and the Seat of the moſt High God to Antichriſt in its Emblem of its threat 
ning Deſtroyer Babylon, yet I fay doth it not confound its holy Hieroglyphic 
thereby neither, for ſtill this is a New Feruſalem, and not a material one, as the 
other was a ſpiritual. Babylon, and not an Earthly City in the Eaſt. And then 1 
pray how ist? why a New Jeruſalem, that is a new and univerſal ſource of Divine 
Converſe or Prophecy is coming down from God out of Heaven, that is, is about tc 
be reveal d in the latter days from God with deſign to comfort the Saints, and i 
oppoſition to Babylon their Humiliation. 

Te ſaid City being prepared as a Bride adorn d for her Husband.] And here 
again is another Allegory ; and firſt, herein is to be obſerv'd the word prepares 
ſhewing this univerſal Prophecy not to be attain d without ſome labour: And ſe 
condly, The City is liken'd to a Bride adorn'd for her Husband, and that on twe 
accounts; Firſt, to ſhew the admirable and unutterable Beauty of the Language 
.and Methods of this Univerſal and Divine Prophecy : And ſecondly, to ſhew he 
-Amiableneſs to the Sons of Men upon her being fully reveal'd unto them; and i 
this cafe as the New Fernſalem anſwers Babylon, ſo the Bride here alſo anſwers to the 
Whore of Babylon; and ſo here you ſee the New Jeruſalem is both City and Bridt 
too, and that on this account; ſhe is a City as the Prophecy promis'd to be of uni 
verſal extent, and ſhe's ſhewn by a Bride alſo with regard to her ſpiritual Chaſtit 
and Innocency in contrariety to the Whore before, as alſo with regard that this Di 
vine Gift will be as an Art or Science likewiſe, and which are univerſally deſcrib' 
by Women expreſſive of paſſive reaſonable States or Sciences, .&c. and in oppoſi 
tion to Men ſhewing of active reaſonable Courſes, as Governments, &c. And thug + 
alſo ſhe is a City too as a Receptacle; of all that will inhabit her, and a Bride for every 
Man as well as Chriſt, as an apt Science for all to marry or contract a ſpiritu 
Friendſhip with all, in a due and perpetual Application thereto, and by whom t 
attain to the rich Inheritance of Eternal Liſe. | 1 
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them, and among them in an ordinary courſe, ſince that they all Nhe but what is 
here expreſs'd, and that he would-be with them in a City of Prophecy, that was 
truly regardable. > 8 " 5 . 4 
Ver. 4. And God ſhall wipe away all Tears from their Eyes; and there ſhall be © $3 
n more Death, neither Sorrow, hr Crying, neither ſhall there be any more _- 
Pain: for the former things ars paſſed away. e 
Theſe again are all prophetick words, and conſequently to be interpreted coſuch* 
ſubſequent Facts as were the other before ; ſo allo they are all purſuant to the fame 
drift of the ſame Divine Argument before us: and indeed when God himfelf unde 
takes to be our Guardian and Monitor, and as in a Houſe with us, as both the pre. 
ſent Prophecy promiſes the Chriſtian, and the Author little doubts to make god 
to the Reader, how can any longer Tears invade his Eyes, at leaſt with Jaltice,; - 
and if he knows how truly to ſubmit to the Will of God, and when ta no other: 
| the Promiſes are made? And ſo allo for the ſeveral other Immunities following, how 23 
can there be any more Death, or Sorrow, or Crying, or Paig; either allegorical or 
real, where God himſelf becomes to us as our intimate Friend, and our rtr 
and Support, and, as is ſaid in the Verſe, former things are paſſed away, and te 
ppitit of continual Monition and Prophecy is proceeding in ſucceſſion there? : 1 
Ver. 3. And lie that ſat upon the Throne, ſaid, Bebold, 1 make all things new: 
and he ſaid unto me, Write \ for theſe words are true and faul. 
Hlappy and treble Confirmation; God is not content to promiſe the Church theſe 
Bleſſings, firſt by Allegory, and after by a Voice from Heaven in general, but now 
be confums all himſelf inPerſon too: O 1 a6 can we ſufficiently thank thee 2 23 
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this thine ſo infinite Mercy unto us! But beſides this general Conſideration! there 
are very many Particulars remarkable in this Verſe alſo : As firſt, that wwe 


— 


8 rl 2 9 * p 
- * 4 1 ö 
* K 
* 8 25 
1 11 IE * 
2 0 


—— —— — 


* 


—_— — : 
_ ITY 
* = wy 6 N 


God ſpeaks, all the World maſt hear; this Gift then cannot be in private or in 
monopoly to any Men, but all the World muſt have of it; and next it muſt be of as 


indubitable Evidence too, for where he ſpeaks he leaves no reaſonable Doubts. In 


the firſt caſe likewiſe nothing is more notable, than to obſerve with what a Decorum 
God ſpeaks to Mankind; where a private Meſſage to any Man or Nation appears, 
there a private Angel appears, as we ſee by Example even to the whole Nation of 


the Jews; and yet again, when all Mankind are ſpoke to, as in the Promiſes of 
Chriſt to Abraham, and in the Decalogue to Moſes, there God himſelf and in his 


own Perſon, hath not diſdained to ſpeak to us; and here then as God himſelf ſpeaks: 
to us, we may be ſure the Speech is univerſal, and all the World are to heed it at 


leaſt in the end. And beſides this tis not an unworthy Obſervation here neither, 


how God, conformable. to his common Rules in all other the like caſes, has even 
here likewiſe illuſtrated himſelf to us as God in three Circumſtances, and as if he 


ſhould ſay, I will cut you off all doubt of Allegory in thec aſe, and throughly con- 
vince you that tis I and I alone that ſpeak literally unto you: And thus, firſt, you 
ſee him here in a Throne: Secondly, after you fee him ſpeaking as God: And laſt- 
ly, in the next Verſe you find him alſo even poſitively declare himſelf to be God 
likewiſe ; and which like Circumſiances of Literalneſs you no where find ought of- 


either in the City or Angel before, the reaſon is becauſe the Spirit there; according to 


his unchangeable Rules of Hieroglyphick Grammar, is as allegorical of them, as 
he is here literal of God, 

Theſe things then conſidered, the Interpretation of this preſent Verſe runs thus 
[ God bas ſaid? that is, things iſſue according, and publickly and univerſally, as 
through the maniſeſt Controul of his Power [ Behold! ] that is, theſe things in 
fact muſt appear to all the World moſi manifelily; at which he cries, Behold, LI 


make all things new} of this hath been written before: Land he ſaid unto me, 
Write; for theſe words are true and faithful. ] Theſe words as well as the reſt decla- 


ring then of Facts anſwerable, what muſt be ſaid of them, but that all the World muſt 
fee the Iſſue of them? to wit, that theſe words were wrote as actually dictated by 
God, and of undoubted Iſſue according, and how to his infinite Glory we may 


clearly perceive after an interval of fo many hundred years Darkneſs, and Tranſcrip- N 


tions of it. a pA | 
Ver. 6. And he ſaid to me, It is dine I am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning 
and the End; I will give unto him that is athirſt, of the Fountain of the 
Mater of Life freely, | A e | 

[ It in done ] that is, tis determin'd beyond poſſibility of alteration. LI am 
Alpha and Omega J this is evident and already explain d in every Commentator ; 
but for the latter words LI will give uno him that is athirſt of the Fountain of the 
Water of Life freely] the meaning of this Promiſe ſeems to be as was Chriſt's in the 
Goſpel, of the Gitts of the Spirit tending to eternal Life, for they alſo flow gently, 
pleaſantly, and moſt freely as doth a Spring, and they alſo are in their nature in- 
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exhauſtible 


exhauſtible and nevet failing, and ſufficient to anſwer ; the moſt reli 


on Farth, ha 
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Ver. 7. He that overcometh ſhall inherit all things, and 1 will be his Ged, and be 
all be my Son. x . Fox 
: We: Promile of Almighty God are likewiſe to be noted feveral things ; as firſt, 
T He that overcometh] that is, there is a Difficulty, Victory, Hardlhip, and Labour to 
be ſurpaſs d ere we can thus expect to inherit; and then ſutely we may find it, 
When God himſelf has thought it worthy his Notice to declare unte us of it. in 
vain it is then, that any are in expectation of the Giſts of God's holy Spirit, who 
lie remi(s, and as on a Bed of Down, inſtead of being induſtrious and ſtriving in « 
God's Vineyard thereunto. For indeed Prophecy requires Faſting, Prayer, Alm, 
and purity of Life to attain to it, and not to be negligent or flaggilh, And ſo a- 
gain to be an Interpreter, is but little leſs difficult than the other: we may ſee Ne- 
buchadnezzar had compos d the Prophet Daniel and others as into a. College, for 
the Skill of it; and 1 queſtion whether the nicelt parts of Philoſophy contain in 
them either more of Nicety, Intricacy, or Elegancy, than the perte& Skill of an 
Interpreter. [Shall inherit all things] and this again, both correſponds to the 
words of the toregoing Verſe, and where the Gifts of the Spirit are ſaid to flow as 
2 Spring; as alſo we are ſhewn here how God detign'd us Prophecy, as of our na- 75 
tural Right, provided we had but duly and truly cultivated the Vineyard of our W 
Lives: but no wonder if when we fail to ſtrive to overcome, we' loſe our Inheri- | 
tance, and that tho elſe naturally deſign d us, and as freely, I believe, as God's iu- 
tercourſe with Adam in Eden. But for the laſt words, | And I will be bis Ged, 
and he ſhall be my Son | I ſay for theſe words, they are firſt of the greateſt Honour 
imaginable ; for indeed how can one be honoured more than in being God's Son? 
and then they are till alſo as a further Corroborative and Aſſurance of the Truth 
of this Interpretation as to Prophecy, and our Skill in Dream and Viſion : For 
how can God be fo properly faid tobe our God, as when thro a continual Moni- 
tion and Prophecy he ſhews us a daily Care of us as of Sons? or how can we more 
properly be ſaid to be his Sons, than when we are under his continual Controul and 
Guardianſhip, with all intercourſe of Familiazity, even as of a Son with his Fa- 
ther? and thus alſo are theſe words, as the others moſt aſſuredly, to be anſwered by 
Facts anſwerable, as obſcrv'd before; only this is to be noted withal, that thele 
Truths are not flight, that God himſelf thus thinks worthy delivering; and how- 1 
ever Men may conceive thereof, true Wiſdom muſt always conform to God him- 1 
ſelf, the only true ſtandard thereof, : 2.5 6 * * 
Ver. 8. But the Fearful and Unbelieving, and the Abominable, aud Murderers,and 
Whoremongers, and Sercerers, and Idolaters, and Liars, ſhall haue them h 
in the Lake which burneth with Fire and Brimſt one: which is the ſecond: Death. 
And now I pray mark what the Eternal himſelf ſpeaks, I mult tell you when he 
ſpeaks, cis to all the World, Chriſtians, Fews, Turks, and Gentiles ; and tis not 
as when an Angel ſpeaks of private Deſign only: then mind me, *tis not enough to 
ſay, your Fears confound you in your Oy herein, ſince he that makes and 
| ; 8 2 3 gives 


8 
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#8 gives all Courage requires it otherwiſe; and he's both juſt and wiſe enough to 
- _ know what he demands of you, as well as of another; nor is it enough to cry I 
1 cannot believe, ſince he who knows well what is good Evidence, and when *tis that 
a you have it, thus peremptorily requires you at your peril to heed it: nor be it that 
T2. you deem theſe Guilts as little nice or trifling 5 I muſt tell you, %is God himſelf 
| N ſpeaks to you in it, and "cis he that ranks theſe Faults before either Murder, Who- 
ring, Sorcery, Idolatry, or Lying * and if he as the Judg of the whole Earth, has once 
thus thoroughly eftimated and catalogued Sins, for my part I would not be he that 
ſhould preſume to give them other weight than what his Standard allows: And be- 
ſides conſider of the nature of theſe Crimes, Fearſulneſs and Unbelief are like 
Rebellipn ; the other following Crimes but break our Maker's Laws, but the Fear- 
ful and Unbeliever ſtand as in a perfect Defiance of their unreaſonableneſs, as our 
Saviour ſays, an Whoremonger and Adulterer is in a ſafer State than a fearful and 
remporizing Phariſce. | bs PERL 
For the other Offenders threatned here, the Abominable, and Murderers, and Whore- 
wt mongers,and Sorcerers,and Liars, I need add nothing of them, as being ſufficiently treat- 
1 ed of by every Divine before me; but they that are guilty of ſuch Sins have this 
; EE withal to conſider, that tho this glorious Kingdom Bride of Chriſt, and new Feruſa- 
5 lem do appear z yet if God be true they will be like to be no ſharers in it: but as if 
5 * their Lot was to be as Saul's, that when he had forſook God, God ceaſed to com- 
32 municate with him alſo after either by Dream or Vifion, and as he was before ac- 
B euſtom'd unto to his utter Deſpair, 1 Sam. 28. 15. So here alſo theſe Offenders in 
WF the greateſt Light are threatned to continue till in Darkneſs , and tho the Whore 
= of Babylon be now quite on vaniſhing, yet her portion of ſecond Death, and her 
Lake of Fire and Brimſtone, are likely till to remain as a Reward of ſuch perverſe 
and horrible Sinners for ever. 765308 | | 
Ver. 9. And there came unto me one of the ſeven Angels, which bad the ſeven _ 
Viols full of the ſeven laft Plagues, and talked with me, ſaying, Come hither, I 
will ſhew thee the Bride, the Lambs Wife, ON 
Numberleſs almoſt were the pretty Reflections, Curioſities, and Niceties that a 
good Interpreter might raiſe from this Verſe : for as the divine Language of Hiero- 
glyphick and Allegory is in it ſelf moſt beautiful and uniform ; ſo indeed in every 
part of it, where there ſeems the greateſt Extravagance, there in truth, when well 
examin'd, is compriz'd matter of the far greateſt Elegance and Neatneſs. And 
thus firſt for the words. 1 | 
[ And there came to me one of the ſeven Angels} and herein are three things moſt 
185 notably to be obſerv d. For the firſt here appears a Coherence between the former 
5 Prophecy of Babylon, and the preſent of the new Jeruſalem, and in that there is 
1 cis obſervable: ff. That they (hall co-exiſt for a while, 2dly. That the new 
Jeraſalem's deſcent it ſelf is as one of the Viols that ſhould confound the ſpiritual | 
Babylon. And 3dly. that the Speech of the Angel to St. Foby is as a Fact purſuant ? 
thereto, and to be expeRed by the Churches thereon. 8 


bo . 


Angel. [Toa great and high Monmain] that is, this great divine Meſſages 2 . 
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poſes the words of the Angel to the words of God for here you muſt note, that 
there appears a double Confirmation to us, and that hiſt from'God, and then aſter 


from his Angel, and yet both to the ſame purpoſe: and now for the Reaſon” f 


this, it ſeems the Deſolation of Babylon, as à private Meſage to St. Job relating 
peculiarly to Babylon, was unworthy the Character of Gadhimſelf to deliver, as 


tis what he no where debaſes himſelf unto, and therefore an Angel it is tl at ſupplies 


his room therein. And yet again, as the means this Angel is td uſe is, ia ſhewi 
the new Jeruſalem and the Bride of the Lamb, and that carries in it a publick Dit- 
penſation of extraordinary Bkflings from Almighty God to the whole World in 
that caſe, as ithas-never been other than that God himſelf has not diſdain d to ap- 
pear among Men; ſo no wonder it is that he does here allo. Fs 

A third thing is to ſee how aptly the Spirit-pretigures of things to come, as tothe 


Church by St. John, and as to his meaſures in Jultice, to reform her by an Angel 


with Vicls 3 for even in this is a wonderful Elegance likewiſe : ard thus whatever 


all along the Prophecy St. John is to ſee gradually, the Church in Fact is after 


to perceive anſwerably, and that in order according]y too; and ſo whatſgever this 
or any other Angel is taid' to do or fay to Sr. Foh», or any other in the Viſion elle, 
even in that, in anſwer to the holy Allegory alſo by ſome divine Diſpenſaticn 
from God, as by the Induſtry and Indeavours of ſome pious Perſon, through the 


Direction of his Providence, or otherwiſe by his Appointment, is the fame to 21 


pear to the Church alſo, and that either in Viols of Plagues or Odours, r. as the 


matter preſents z and thus is fully anſwer'd alſo the Allegory of the Angels, as - 
will more fully appear by what ſhall be wrote Lercafter. [Which had the ſeven. 


Viols full of the ſauen laſt Plagnes,} For the ſenſe of this J leave the Reader 


more particularly to the Interpreters qt other parts of the ' Revelations, it being at 


preſent intirely out of my Province; only this, and as what J have hinted at before, 


way be obſerved alſo, that theſe ſeven Plagues are defign'd by God as To many En- 


Lines entirely to root ont Antichriſt, and the Whore, and plant the new Jeruſalem, 


and the Bride of Chriſt in their ſtead. ¶ Aud tal led with me] That is, as 1 have 
elſewhere ſaid, matters appear ſo in Fact, as he ſpeaks C ſaying, come bit ber-] 


that is, as the Apoſtle is here to change Place, fo is the Church hereafter thereon 
to change her ſtate on this Angel's Mcffage-3 that is, on the performance of this 
promis'd divine Miniftry. [IT wil ſhew ther the Bride, the Lamb's Wife. In this 
is implied no more than what was faid before, only this is to be obſeryd therein, 
that this is done by the Angel of the Violgot the Plagues alſo. 3 


Ver. 10. And be carried me ama; in ili Spirit to a great and high Mountain, and 


ez me the great City, the boly Jerulalem, deſcending ont of Heaven from 


The angel carries away St. John hereon ö chat is, a divine Meſſage hereafter al- 


ters the State of the Church 3 but how in the Spirit? that is, in a general way to 
extend to all, and not in a Method private or limitable, as obſerv'd before by an 


A ſecond thing herein alſo notably to be obſerv d is how curiouſly the Spirit op- 
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: Jaſt Plague on Antichriſt, will be by a, general ſpiritual means piven the whole 
Church and World too, as defign'd by God in the comprehenſion thereof, in as 


Ver. 11. Having the Glory of God and ber Light Was like unto a Stone moſt 
precious, even like a Faſper Stone, clear as Chryſtal. 80 | 
And here now begins a more ample and noble Explanation and Deſcription of 


this moſt glorious City of the new.Feruſalem, an Emblem or Hieroglyphick of that 
moſt happy State of univerſal Prophecy that God has determin'd to bleſs the latter 
Ages of Chriſtianity withal; and herein we find its firſt Deſcription to be | Ha- 


ving the Glory of God] Happy State that is ſo adorn'd ! and yet what can be more 


properly ſo adorned, than when continual divine Monition and Prophecy attends us 


in our Actions? Surely if any new City, State, or univerſal Converſe. change can 


appear with the full Glory of God in it, it muſt he in this, or ſuch like Circum- 
ſtances, and in truth greater how can we expect in the matter ? we mult con- 
ſider, we are fiill but Fleſh and Blood, and "more. we are not juſtly capable of till 
a further Change in our ſelves; and for what may happen to us, either on Death, 
or other ſuch Change, it ſeems no proper Object for our preſent Inquiry, and 
wherein we muſt in all Reaſon un that the Apolile wrote for the good of 
material and preſent frail Men and Churches, and not ſor the ſake of Men dead, glo- 
Cified and tranſlated, and who in all Senſe and Reaſon are no way to be preſumed 
deſtitute or wanting of ſuch a Prophecy Guide as this. And then for her ſecond 


Deſcription, LAnd her Light was like unto a Stone moſt precious, even like a Jaſper 
Stone, clear as Chryſtat ] Herein, allo are contain'd moſt excellent Bleſſings; and 


LHer Light] that is, her Art, Myſtery, or Form of Science in general, was like 


unto a Stone moſt precious, even like a'Jalper,, like unto a Stone that is a ſolid and 
ſubſtantial Truth [moſt precious] of ineſtimable Delight, Worth, and Value, even 
like a Jaſper that is of great Purity, Wiſdom, and Innocency; for as a Jaſperis of 
great Value, fo it ſhews of Truths of worth; and as it is of the brighteſt clearneſs, 
it ſhews all Wiſdom and Innocence too; as being the pureſt and cleareſt colour of 
the Earth, and withal as a colour both beautiful and friendly to the fight, fo it 
ſhews of Aid and Benignity likewiſe ; and for its heing clear as Chryſtal, it adds this 
further alſo, that this Light, Truth, Art, or Myflety, ſhall be as ſelf. evident 
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ing of the peculiar divine wile Myflgry thereok-.in;oppoſicion. to the San, ordinary 


or common reaſoning z and Candles, &. he Wing at leſſer MyRerigs or Arts. But 


it may be you'l] ſay, why ſuch a foreign c ich in your Allegaryapd Interpretation of 
Stones 7 1 anſwer, tis not foreign, and tis no other than what the Scripture it ſelf 
warrants ; and for the 3 their W xealogable likewiſe for 
the ſame cauſe, as there is a lie Allegory in the AYVeiaziens beſgre among the 
Hoxſemen 3 for the Allegory of their Value, tis no other neither than what is evi- 
dent before in the Riches of the Whore; and then for the Allegory of a Stone for 


a Notion, 'tis no other than what is exemplary and evident even in Chriſt himſelf, the 


Foundation of Chriſtianity, ſor he alſo is called the Stone which the Builders re- 


ſuſed; that is, he in his dritt of Notion, and in what the World could never reach 


to in Divinity, is become the Head of the Corner; that is, his Methods notwith- 
ſtanding at laſt muſt be thoſe that muſi rear and ſupport the whole bufineſs of Reli- 


gion it ever it arrive to Perfection. And ſo again, the Stone from the Mountain 


cut out without hands, mentioned in Daniel, which ſmote the Image upon his 
Feet that were of Iron and Clay, and Brake them in pieces, and that after became 
aS a Mountain, and fill'd the-wholearth3 does not there, even there likewiſe, ap- 
peat the ſame Allegory „ and. whilſf the Inſtructions of Chriſt in a natural order 
without any human Art or Ornament, ſhe wu by a Stone cut out of the Mountain 


of Power without hands, breaks the Image, that is, conſounds the ſelf. ended and 


uſurping Tyrannies of the four Monarchies, it ſelf becoming a Mountain that fills 
the whole Earth; that is, at laſt arriving to the full and abſolute Command and 


Controul of all in its gg mm. 


Ver. 12. And had 4 al great and high, and bad twelve.G ates; and at the G ates | 


twelve Angels, and Names written thereon;' which are the Names of the: welve 
Tribe of the Children of Iſracel. . I 1 | 
As a leſſer Neighbourhood or Village Thews of à leſſet or private publick Corre- 
ſpondence, and ſo on gradually till we come to the laxgeſt Citiesz.even ſo here alſo 


not only we are ſhewn of a great and mighty City, 0 decipher of the vaſt extent 


and latitude of this Divine Monition and Prophecy Gift tom God; but allo it is 
here deſcrib'd to us -wall'd; that is, and as if it mould be fad; a publick Converſe 


Gift of moſt firm Subſiſtance, and in its nature impregnable againſt either Infide- 


lity, Doubt, or any other Deficiencies allegorical : and ſor the ſame reaſon allo it has 
irs Walls great and high, for both theſe. Qudlitits add alike allo to the Glory, Aſſu- 
| france: and Stability of this new City: Bat izt it Chad twelve Gates, and at 
Jates twelve Angeli, and Names written thereon, Which are the Names ef 
wel ve Tribes of the Children of Iſrael | This carries in it ſo many and ſo great 
Revelations to us, that I know not well whigh way to go about to diſcover them all 
o the Reader, however thro the Bleſſing of God I hall do the beli I can in it: 
Nd thus, firſt, it has twelve Gates, and there ate at chaſe. Gates twelve Angels; 
Ind here you muſt note both that the number twelve is as well literally Wen 
| 3 a ca 


as friendly and valusbie g. Clouds and Darkne(s hewing always of  Extor and Igno: 
rance, as Light of Truth and Widom ; and the Light of this City from God ſhew- 
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cally to be underſtood; nor is it to be wonder d at in this gaſe that Numbers are 


a — 
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allegorical, ſince every thing elſe is ſo, and tis the oxdinary*courle of the Divine 

Language of Prophecy to uſe them zs 0. Then here furt, we have allegorically 

twelve Gates, that is, as the Number Twelve or the Dozen carries in it a Com- 
pleatneſs in a ſort, ox a Perfection to ſome Pultpole in great Number and Variety to 

ſome common Intendment; ſo here the twelve Gates ſhew that there will be many 
and various Courſes with Facility for your admiſhon into this holy City, or Divine 
Converſe: and yet again, as on each Gate there are wrote the Names of the 
twelve Tribes of; Iſrael, in that reſpect the twelve Gates are to be taken literally 
alſo; and herein the Spirit does as good as ſay, Tou Chriſiians, and to whom in 
theſe latter Ages to come the holy Jeruſalem is to deſcend, I pray forget not herein 
in your Pride to diſdain your old Brethren the Fews, you muſt remember tis their 
Tribes have beem your Gain into this moſt glorious City of God. And now we ſee 
God js faithful to his Servants to the end, for in the Iſſue of Abraham only are all 
the Nations of the Earth to be bleſſed ; and yet alas poor Iſraelites, at preſent you 
are only as Gates to this holy City, and whilti, till your time come, tis only granted 
to us Chriſtians firſt to enter in. But again, there is this further obſervable, that 
there is an Angel at every Gate, that is, aid as if it ſhould be ſaid, beſides the 
common Light of God's Glory in this Citygg@ the whole World, every Man that 
enters therein, let it be by what Gate he pleales, -yet-failsnot_thereby of the greateſt 
variety of Divine Meſſages in particular to receive and confirm him therein, and to 
this purpole-it is too that one ãs ſet at every Gate of the City, and as it were to con- 
duct and lead us in the ſeveral meaſures of the Glory thereof, approach it in what 

manner ſoever we may happen. N "hy 

Ver. 13. On the Eaſt three Gates, on the North three Gates, on the South three 
Gates, and on the Weſt three Gates. Nin 
Here then can be no danger either of our entry or free admiſſion there, ſince it 
lies open to us at every quarter: and here again the Number three is not infignificant 
neither; for as the Prophet was angty when the Ground was ſtruck but twice, as a 
Number of greateſi Imperſe&ion well known to the skilſul in Allegory, ſo alſo on the 
contrary, the Number three anſwers us as perfect to all our Expectations and thus 
three Gates at every quarter give us the freeſt admiffion at every quarter, and that 
as is the nature of the Quarter; to them that enter at the Eaſt, as that ſeek the King 
dom of God and this holy City to the Detriment of their Affairs; to them that 
enter at the North, that approach this holy City and Converſe in the fulleſt Tides 
of Luxury and Pleaſure ; and to them that enter on the South, that enter a 
proceed thereto thro the greateſt Difficulties and Hardſhips ;, and laſtly to them thi 
enter at the Weſt, and that proceed therein in all methods of Proſperity and Succelf 
For theſe Quarters thus ſeverally ſignify unto us, and as they are ſeverally blefſed 
ot in deſertion of the Sun with us onthe Earth. And here therefore again is 4 
Allegory within an Allegory; for here tho the Sun be not to be ſuppoſed, yet t 
:Qutarters of the World he makes they are here ſuppos?d, and as they are fo at 
their Allegories to be deemed alſo. 352% . 4 
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I (17) 
Nor is it unworthy Obſervation. here neither, ſince we are diſfourſingof the 
Allegories of Numbers, how appolitely, the Spirit "deſcribes. the weak Efforts: of 
ordinary Proteſtancy againſt Babylon's Tyranny, by her having but two Witneſſes - 
only; two Perſons acting ſhew but a faint Imitation or Conſpiracy in a matter: 
and whereas the Number three gives a more notable Perfection, but the holy City 
in its vaſt Proportions has. a Perfection more notable than all, no wonder then that 
tho the two Witneſſes fail'd in their Deſigns againſt Babylon, the holy City or New 
Feruſalem her (elf confound her, for indeed what can ſtand againſt the immediate 
Power of God? or what Council or Device againſt his manifeſt Controul and 
Direction, and as thus maintain'd by a perpetual ſource as of a River of Divine 
Monition and Prediction? | 
Ver. 14. And the all of the City had twelve Foundations, and in them the 
Names of the twelve Apoſtles of the Lamb, | W 
Here again is very near the ſame kind of Interpretation to be made as was before; 
ver. 12. with relation to the twelve Tribes; the odds only is this, that as God is 
reſolv'd to honour Chriſt's twelve Apoſtles even before the twelve Tribes themſelves,” 
ſo here he gives them 3 more notable Poſt according: indeed in the Foundations of 
the Walls couſiſts near upon the Tv eſſe of the City, but in the Confiſtence of its Gates 
there ſeems not quite ſo great a Repoſal ; and yet again in this there is ſomewhat 
common in both, that God in love to his Servants, forgets even in no Age to do them 
Honour, and while for our Saviour Chriſt the whole City it ſelf is deem?d to him 
but as his Bride and Wife. Reduce the whole Allegory then but into a decent Model 
or Order of Fact upon it, and you have it thus, No Man of his own Strength was 
of any likelihood able to attain to this Divine Converſe or State of Prophecy; but 
the Introduction of the Prophets, and the Inſtructions of the Goſpel in the Doctrine 
of Chriſt, that at laſt has prevail*d with God, as it were by moſt holy and ſure pre- 
{crib'd Rules of the perſecteſt Qualifications to admit us to this freedom: but what 
more particular Footſteps of this divine and holy Language are to be oblery'd in the 
other parts of the Scriptures, in the reſi of the Revelations, and the words of our 
Saviour, who is full of it, and whoſe Alluſions, Parables and Sacraments, as I may ſay, 
are all nothing elſe, and in the Inſtructions of Maſes, the Prophets, and the Apo- 
ſtles, it ſeems not a preſent. Subject ſor my Care, as too voluminous and large, and of; 
too great a variety for a little Treatiſe deſignꝰd rather as a fuſt Eſſay in this Subject) 
than as a full Draught or Scheme thereof. . PINS, 
Ver. 15. Aud he that talked with me, had a Golden Reed to meaſure the City, and 
the Gates thereof, and the Walls thereof. 1180 1 1 4k 
The Angel of the Plagues is ſtill to carry on this Divine Converſe Managery till 
Babylon is fallen thro its bright and effectual appearance; and he has a Golden Reed, 
that is in the firſt appearance of the Rule of this Divine Converſe, and holy City, & 
moſt perfect and valuable Rule of Truth, as the Rod is of Gold, ſhall be found in its, 
procedure in the hands of the Angel, that is, in this divine or reaſonable active Method 
and Courſe, as aſſured as if by a particular Meſſage from God: and he has that Reed. 
to meaſure the City, and the Gates _—_ and the Walls thereof; that 3 this 
= | | | ; Dliyme 
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(18) 
Divine Rule of Truth ſhall as brightly and evidently near, as if by a particular Di- 
vine and Angelick Meſſage, aſſure to all, or the Church, repreſented as ſaid by the 
Rules before by St. John, the Proportion of this Divine Converſe ſhewn by the 
Meaſures of the City, and the means of admiſſion thereto repreſented by the Gates, 
and the Stability and Security thereof, ſhewn by the Walls thereof: and for this 
reaſon alſo it is that this Angel meaſures the City ſo, and that in part, as I have (aid, 
to anſwer the Plagucs to be finifhed on Antichriſt, and withal to. ſhew. us that. this 
Holy City or Divine Converſe is by no means of flight, loofe, or irregular nature, 
but rather on the contrary adorn'd with all the moſt beautiful Rules of Truth and 
Proportion, that either Art, or Nature, or Wit can ſuggeſt to us; but more in par- 
ticular of this will appear by what follows after. | 
Ver. 16. And the City lieth fourſquare, and the length is as large as the breadth; 
and he meaſured the City with the Reed, twelvt thouſand Furlongs the length; 
and the breadth, and the height of it are equal. 

The Square is a Figure both of Stability and Solidity in oppoſition to the Round, a- 
Figure of Inconſtancy, the Triangle a Figure of Imperfection and Defect, and the: 
multiform Figure of Confuſion 3 and therefore it is that the Spirit has pitch'd on this 
Figure for the form of the New Jeruſalem, as comprehenfive in it of all that Per- 
fection that a Figure is capable of withal ; nor let this ſeem as an idle Interpretation 
herein neither, for fince all is Allegory betides, I pray why not this alſo? and. if it 

be admitted Allegory, the preſent Interpretation in it I am ſure will conform both in 
Reaſon and Experience with the beſt Onirocriticks. | And the length is as large as the 
breadth ] this is but what was comprehended in what was ſaid before: | and he 
meaſured the City with a Reed ] that is, this exact Proportion to all Nicenels, in this 
holy City or Divine Converſe, will in this ſame Vicl-Plague become evident and. 
clear to all Men. { Twelve thouſand Furlongs the length] the Spirit here again is all in 
all in Allegory 3 and firſt here, for the number twelve, it ſignifies a compleat and nu- 
merous Extent as to Quantity, to a great degree of Perfection, by the Rules before - 
expreſſed ; and then for the addition of ¶ thouſand J to the word twelve, ?tis as if 
it ſhould be ſaid, the Perfection of that number ſhall appear in all its Grandure and 
Glory imaginable, and in that regard too 1200 is lefs than 12000, and far leſs no- 
ble too; but for the proportion of Furlongs after, I preſume it only added rather than 
Miles, as nearer the probable Extent of a great City; but | that the breadth and height 
of it are equal | in that there ſeems to be ſomewhat very extraordinary; for as the 
breadth is as the length, and as appears by the former part of the Verſe, the height of 
it ſurely muſt be moſt prodigious and wonderful, and that can equal ſuch a breadth. 
and length, and yet that it ſhould ſeem fo in the Prophetick Language, ſeems for very 

eat Reaſons; as firſt, if it be ſo in Figures it amounts to a Cube, and which very 

igure implies Perfection thro Council and wiſe Eftabliſhment : And belides, ſe- 
—_— This prodigious height, tho it may no ways ſeem to anſwer the common 
uſe of Man in our preſent ſtate, yet in the Allegory it has this further alſo, that it is 
a more affur'd Evidence of the Impregnableneſs of this City, or the moſt ſure Efta- 
dliſhment of this Divine Converſe, ® | 


(19) | 

Ver. 17. And he meaſured the Wall thereof, an hundred and farty and ſour Cubis, 
according to the meaſure of a Man, that is, the Angel. en 
All is meatured corporeally, that is, all will appear contorm to the exacteſt Mea- 

ſares of Beauty and Truth mentally in the new City, that is, in this new Divine Con- 
verſe ; the Walls allo, that is the defenſive and more ſubſtantial parts of it as to Piet) 
and Goodneſs, as rais'd on the Foundations of the Law and the Goſpel; and the 
Meaſure of the Wall was Lan hundred and forty and four Cubits J you may ſtill 
obſerve to what pretty Proportions the Spirit continually conforms it ſelf, for even 
here again is a Number given, and which is the Square of twelve, and which is all 
along the Baſis of the Proportions of the City; then as the Square carries in it the 
Perfection of its Root, ſo does the juſt Verity of this Divine Converſe Foundation, 
protecting Truths rear d on the Law and the Goſpel, anſwer to all Firmneſs, that is, 
the Impregnableneſs of this New City; and that its fize is [Cubits] and no other, 
is from a proper Accommodation, both to the Meaſure as of a Man, and as alſo from 
a juſt Propriety in Allegory; and as the Spirit even in his very wideſt Allegories, yet 
withal delights always to carry at leaſt a ſemblance as near the Truth as poflible ; 
and as if one might ſay, if the City were not ſome way, or in ſome proportion 
like a City, why ſhould he call it a City? [ According to the meaſure of a Man, that 
14, the Angel ] that is, the very Proportion and Verity even of this Divine Converſe, 
or holy City, altho given on the bottom of a Divine Benefit immediately from God, 
yet is it every where on Examination to anſwer all the Meaſures and due Proportions. 
of Human Reaſon : and herein alſo appears an abundance of Curioſity to one un- 
skill'd in the Onirocritick Art, as firſt, it is but one Spirit that ſtill takes all manner 
of Shapes both in Dream and Viſion among us; and thus when he takes the ſhape 
of a Beaſt or Lion, tis but as to repreſent ſome what to us according to the Quality 
of its Nature; and ſo when we ſee it to take the ſhape of a Stone, tis but as to 
anſwer ſome holy Allegory according, and even ſo juſt here alſo; and where he 
appears as an Angel, *cis wich a juſt and anſwerable Reaſon according; and thus as 
an Angel he is in likeneſs of a Man, to ſhew his Procedure is according tothe Reaſon 
of a Man; and he is an Angel withal, to ſhew the hand of God ſome way infirumental 
in ſuch a courſe 3 and he is an Angel of the Viol of Plagues, as further to determine 

the end of ſuch a Divine Courſes Appointment. „ 
Nor is it unworthy regard here neither, ſince we find how the Spirit is ſo much ſet 
on Numbers, to take notice how as twelve is the Number of the New Feruſalem, 
ſo is ſix of Antichriſt; and while 666 implying a trifling Grandure in ImperfeQion 
anſwers 12000 in the Glory of the Bride of Chriſt, and yet in both theſe Numbers 
there is an Imperſection too; and whilſt 1000, the Number of Perſection, is only 
attributed to the glorious Reign of Chriſt, the Rule is 1, and 10, Cc. carry an abſo- 
lute Perfection in them; but for 12, as I have faid, tis only a competent Perſecti- 
on; but for 6, as but half of 12, what can be worſe? and belides 666, what 
wants it but 333 and 1, that is two great Perfections, of the true Perſection of 
I0oco in Chriſt? nor is it without reaſon neither that 1, 10, 100, and 1000, & 
are thus eſteem'd the only great and 1 Numbers to true Perfection, ſince be 
ö 1 La £ 
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thoſe, as Hinges, turn all other Numbers, and the whole body of Arithmetick : but it 


may be it will be ſaid, fine Fancies indeed; but what ground for ſuch tirange and 


7 foreign fetch'd Allegories in number? I anſwer, the Allegory here is no other than 


what is common in the like Cafes ; and *cis not difficult to find Experiences ſuffici- 
ent, as well as Precepts in profane Authors, to juſtify the ſame, and by whom, tho 
unquoted, I were chiefly originally led hereunto. | 
Ver. 18. And the Building of the Wall of. it was of Jaſper, aud the City was pure 
Gold, like unto clear Glaſs, | 1 


— 


The Wall is built, that is, the Church is gradually modelFd to full ſpiritual. 


Strength, having its Foundations as aforeſaid, and fo it is of Jaſper in the Structure, 


for Reaſons to be fetch'd from what may be read in the Interpretation of the 115 


Verſe before, and thither therefore I refer the Reader. But for that, [The City it 
was of pure Gold, like unto clear Glaſs | Here again is another very pretty Criticiſm : 
for as in the divine Language of Hieroglyphicks, all things corporeal are funk inta 
ſpiritual, by way of Allegory; ſo here alſo Gold in Interpretation converts it 
{elf into the moſt pure and excellent Truths; and the difference. in this caſe be- 
tween the Gold and the Stones is this, the precious Stones ſhe to us Truths in Per- 
fection and Unalterable, and as are Virtues, and the Foundations of Religion, by 


which we are to. be qualified to receive this divine Converſe : But for the Gold, as 


it is ductile and malleable, { it gives us ſuch Truths only as are more the ſubject of 


our Reaſon and Controverſy than of an indubitable Aſſent; for inſtance, the va- 
rlous and ſeveral Allegories of this holy Language, c. How pretty then is it, 


that the Voice of the Spirit ſpeaks to us here? I give you here, ſays he, a new City 
of divine Converſe, which tho therein the Bulworks and Walls of it, as from the 


Law and the Goſpel, are indiſpenſible and indubitable, yet for the City and Converſe 


it ſelf, it abounds with the pureſt Truths, and thoſe ſuch as are of beſt exerciſe 

for human Underſtanding; and withal, the Gold in it is [ike unto clear Glaſs] 

that is, as has been ſaid before, the Truths of this divine Converſe will be in the moit 

felt-evident and clear manner, as well as Pure and True, and as it were {clf-refle&< 

ing too, as is the property of Glaſs, and as harmonizes very admirably with the 

holy Allegories of divine Dream and Viſion. wk | 
Ver. 19. Aud the Foundatiom of the Wall of the City were garniſhed with all 
manner of precious Stones, the firſt Foundation was Faſper, the ſecond Sapkir, 
, the. third a Chalcedony, and the fourth au Emerald. 


That is, the ſeveral Doctrines of the Apoſiles, and on whoſe Support and Pow- 


er this holy City is introduced and reſis, are all adorn'd with all manner of excel- 
lent Truths and Virtues 3 the ſeveral Foundations of it are the Apoſtles themſelves; 
being all of them as ſo many ſeveral the moſt excellent Patterns: and herein the 
Spirit to ſhew the excelling Beauty of this moſt glorious City, and withal to ſhew 
of the wonderful Variety thereof, as alſo withal'to honour the Apoſtles of Chriſt; 
and as he has elſewhere made himſelf the Corner-ſtone, and in another Place, 
a Stone that was to fill the whole Earth; fo here alſo he repreſents the Apoſtles 


themktves by ſo many incomparable Jewel Stones, attributing to each a diſtin | 


- propriety 
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(21) : 
propriety of-Virtue, and as the nature of the Stone, and the Ornament of the 
Holy City beſt required. | The firſt Foundation was Faſper] and this beſure was 
bell, as.conforming to the Light of the City, and the building of the Wall it 
ſelf; but for its more particular ſignification, 1 have written already : the ſecond ' 
Saphir ſhews of Divinity, and the third of Chalcedony, ſhewing of 1 
the fourth an Emerald, ſhewing of Plenty and Abundance, &c. 
Ver. 20. The fifth, a. Sardonyx 3 the ſixth, Sardius ; the ſeventh, Chryſolyte : 
tbe eig heb, Beril ; the ninth, a Topaz, ; the tenth, a Chryſophaſus >; the eleventh, - 
a Jacint; and the twelfth, an. Amethiſt. | | | 
Now of. theſe.the Amethiſt gives Tranquillity, and the Jacint Joy and Valour; 
but for the reſt, as I could never jet meet with their ditect Allegories, ſo 1 have 
wrote nothing further here about them, only this is to be remarked in them, that 
they all ſignify of ſo many the moſt illuſtrious Perſons and Patterns in Virtue, and 
as the other did before; and if we would know better of judging of them, it is 
to be by their colour, or ſome other notable Quality. "ay 
Ver. 21. And the twelve Gates were twelve Pearls; every ſeveral Gate was of one 
Pearl; and the Street of the City mas pure Gold, as it were tranſparent Glaſs. 
And now the Spirit has honoured the Apoſtles, he proceeds next to the Tribes al- 
{0 and herein the Pearls are greatly of like ſenſe with the Stones before, only they 
are a little worſe, becauſe from both their Shape and Concretion they ſhew of Sor- 
row withal, as accompanying Tears they are liken'd unto ;- and as if it ſhould be 
ſaid by a ſelf-denying, patriarchal Faith only may we enter therein. But for the 
Streets of the City, and that they are of pure Gold, and Cas it were tranſparent * 
Glaſs] as to that has been wrote enough already, only this may be added with- 
al, that as the Street of the City ſhews the publick Intercourſe in this divine Con- 
verſe, and the Gold in it ſhewing of the Notions therein, it ſhews the Notions or 
lubject Matter thereof will be withal in their kind moſt excellent: For as Silver 
ſhews of Diſcourſe of great things, ſo Gold of far greater, and eſpecially when 
thus purified and tranſparanted like Glaſs, and as here tis; and beſides, there is 
this further herein alſo, that here is Gold pure, and not in Medals or Coin, & c. 
and ſo it appears hereby, that the Truths and Notions in diſpute herein will be free 
from the uſual dogmas and ipſe dixits of fondling opinionative Mankind, and 
while the Spirit himſelf keeps it always, both in its natural Figure, and its inimi- 
table quality of Tranſparency or Self. evidency. 46406 
Ver. 22, And I ſaw no Temple therein; for the Lord God Alnmghty,' and the © 
Lamb, are the Temple f it. = 6 
That is; in this City there ſeems no occafion for either Prayer or Sacrifice, ſince the 
immediate enjoyment of the Preſence of God himſelf appears therein; and thus God 
and Chriſt are the Temple of it, that is, by our immediate intercourſe herein with + 
both, we atrive in their own methods to accoſt them as in the beſt and moſt glorious * 
Temple. And herein again, what can be more worthy. our Obſervation, than to 
ſee how wonderfully God does ſtill glorify his Son? for in this new City he is note 
content to ſufter him to be as he was on Earth, a Conne E re- 
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fus d; but here he is become as the Corner-ſione, and he that bears all in all, and 
that is accoupled even with God himſelf, in the univerſal Glory thereof: I may fay 
the Faith of the Tribes, and the Doctrines of the Apoſtles made them worthy 
* Poſts therein, but the whole is Chriſt's Bride. | : 

Nor is it unworthy Obſervation herein neither, why Chriſt is called a Laib, and 
: why he that is aſſociated even with God himſelf, ſhould be withal ſo a!legoricd a- 
gain to us, as by a Beaſt 3 but the Cauſe hereof is this, Chriſt as a Lamb herein is 
ſet in oppotition to the Beaſt in Antichriſt 3 for as the Government there is ſhewn by a 
| Beaſt, ſo here and in Chriſt alſo, only there as the Beaſt is wild and tierce, that is, 
- cruel and unjuſt, ſo here and in Chrift*s Reign, he is meek and humble; the Maſter 
; herein too having a contrary Fate to the other Lords of the World, that he was 
KilPd as a Lamb by his Subjects, whereas others, as Hieroglyphick'd by wild Beaſts, 
- mike nothing unjuſtly to kill their Subjects: and fo herein too Chriſt being come 
to his Kingdom, or kingly State, and the time being come hereby, that he does and 
will ſubdue all things to his controul, reigning herein, or in this his holy City, as 
the abſoluteſt Monarch; hereby is alſo ſhewn to us the nature of his Reign, and 
how it is to be, that is, Modeſt, Meck, and Humble, Amiable and Deſirable, as a 
Lamb'ꝰs; but this in the Appetite only; for Beaſis only allegory Appetites, as the 
defire of Government, &c. or elſe, and when Chriſt is treated of, or idea'd in 
Allegory, in his rational State he is called the Son of Man, in oppoſition to the 
metal Image of a Man in Nebuchadnex zar, and as if it ſhould be ſaid he only has 
proceeded as to Government in the trueſt meaſures of human Reaſon, and void of 
the ſiniſter Efforts of arbitrary Tyranny and Luſts, &c. but for what Cauſe he has 
alſo been called a Stone, has been ſufficiently declared by what has been wrote be- 
fore likewiſe, | 

Ver. 23. And the City had no need of the Sun, ntither of the Moon to ſhine in 

it, for the Glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the Light thereof. 

Neither the Sun of Reaſon, or the State, nor the Moon of Religion, or the 
Churches Aid will be wanting here to inlighten Men, ſince God himſelf, with the 
Glory of his continual Monitions and Prophecies, will inlighten them by his im- 
mediate Illumination therein; and ſince all the Promiſes of Chrift's Kingdom now 
burſting out, even as in their ful] Glory, will take away all the needleſs Aids of 
ſuch weaker Lights and Aſſiſtants; and as if it ſhould be ſaid, we obeying Almigh- 
ty God, in the exact Example of his Son Chriſt Jeſus, may aſſure our ſelves to 
command all that their Aids can afford. 4 EDS 

Ver. 24. And the Nations of them which are ſaved, ſhall walk in the Light of it, 

and the Kings of the Earth do bring their Glory and Honour into it. 

This is almoſt all litera), but greatly prophetical withal LShall walk] that is, 
act, deſign, and purſue all their Meaſures CIn the Light thereof | that is, in obedience 
thereto, and with eſpecial regard thereof, and while [the Kings of the Earth] that 
is, all the ſovereign Powers, Rulers, and States of the Earth at laſt bring their 
_ Ofory and Honour into it; that is, arrive at length with Modeſty to acknowledg 

all their Sovereignties to be of God alone, and that it is through his TW | 
| | T - VIdence 


* 


vidence only, that they continue to be in the leaſt Authority they poſſeſs and with? 

al on this <a and certain Knowledg to conform their Actions — ; 
and ſo truly to begin that Reign of Chriſt upon Earth, for his 1000 Years, or that 
his allotted Periection of duration of time, as before, &. 

Ver. 25. And the Gates of it ſhall not be ſhut at all by Day; for there ſhall be 

no Night there. | * . 

While we are alive, and have Reaſon, and as before ſaid, live in Purity and Piety 
anſwerable, God will never diſcontinue to us this his holy Converſe or new City, 
and in which there is no Night; that is, his Providence and Wiſdom in it will be 
above ſufficient in it to prevent in us any the leaſt miſchiefs to be expected, thro Er- 


ror or Ignorance hieroglyphick'd to us by Night. 
Ver. 26. And they ſhall bring the Glory and Honour of the Nations into it. 


As before, but doubled moſt ſure. | 
Ver. 27. And there ſhall in uo wiſe enter into it any thing that defileth, neither 
whatſoever maketh Abomination, or -maketh a Lie; but they which are written 
in the Lamb's Book of Life.. 
That is, thoſe that do theſe Evils, together with thoſe that are threatned before, 
hall all alike herein, with Saul, be {hut out of the Privileges of this City, and as 
has been before hinted at; | but they that are written in ibe Lamb's Book, of Life.! 
that is, they that have acted, lived, and done purſuant to his holy Rules, towards 
eternal Life; for written words ſhew of more than words ſpoke, as adding of 2 
more {et and ſteddy Purpoſe of Reſolution withal, and whereas words ſpoke ſhnew 
of caſual Actions only: and then for the Name wrote, it is more than all; for tis 
as if ſaid, the Man and all his Power, Intereſt, and Being, are engag'd in the Lamb's . 
Book of Life; that is, appear all as bound to the higheſt in Action to purſue his 
holy Rules towards eternal Life; then ſays the Spirit, ſuch ſhall be ſute to be as.; 


free Denizens of this holy City. 


Chapter 22. 

Ver. 1. And be fhewed me a pure River of Water of Life, clear- at Chryſtal,/, 
proceeding out of the Thron of God. | 4 
[And he] that is, the ſame Angel of the Viols of the Plagues, for the Reaſons - 
betore [ ſhewed me] that is, St. John in the place of the Church, and as well by 
Survivorthip, as purity of Life and Chriſt's Promiſes, a proper Repreſentation re- 

ceptacle of the Church for its ſuturity [a pure River of Mater] that is, a vo- 
luntary courſe, flowing as eaſily, liberally, and inceflantly from the Spirit [of - 
Life] tending to eternal Life [clear as Chryſtal ] that is, a ſelf-evident courſe of ; - 
divine Communication and Truth L preceding ont of the Thrane God] that k, 
of the immediate Gift of God; and herein alio ate two things little leſs obſervable to 
the Curious than what has been ſaid before for the firſt *tis this, that you ſee here the 
Spirit ill keeps his due Decorum : and as this Gift is publick and to all Men, ſo God 
himſelf diſdains it not as a Gift in Perſon from himſelf, alſo by the Rules I have be- 
fore given you, and while the Angel only officiates in the, ſhew vs diſcovery * 


* 


. 


0 24 ) 


it. The ſecond Obſervation is to mind how the River comes from the very Throne 


Of God it ſelf, and as if it ſhould be ſaid, the prophetick part in this holy Converſe is 


what we receive directly from him, and we may aſſure our ſelves therein that there is 
no cheat in the caſe, and ſince he alone is the active Controuler of the World, and in 
vain therefore it-is to expect ſuch Prophetick Gifts from any other; and therefore as 
it were by way of Preheminence and Monopoly this Gift proceeds from his Throne 
alone, and as if incommunicable and unexpectable from any other: And ſo likewiſe 
another Obſervation here is, that *tis the Spirit and not an Angel is ſo to do this, and 
a River, not a private Divine Meſſage ; the reaſon is as before, for as Chriſt what he 
did was as to the whole World, and fo immediately from God, and of neceſſity by the 
Spirit alſo in oppoſition to the privater Divine Meſſages of the Prophets by Angels 
before; fo here too, tho the Angel ſtands to admit at the Gates, tis the univerſal 
Spirit is to ſatisfy their ſpiritual Thirſt when enter'd in, and who ſeems a proper Mi- 
niſter only to anſwer the Majeſty of God- univerſally acting himſelf: And ſo too fays 
Chrili, tho the Prophets of old were glorious, yet John the Baptiſt, or he that is leaſt in 
tbe Kingdom of God, is greater than they; and why both his Miniſtry and Diſpenſation 
too in't are beyond compare. But after all, methinks I cannot well paſs by an Objecti- 
on that may poſſibly be made in this caſe, as why, and to what end is it that the Spi- 
.rit gives us ſo many Allegories to the ſame purpoſe, as at one time Precious Stones, 
at another time Gold, and now a River of Water, and anon a Tree of Life? I ſay 
all theſe, how-unſeemly ſoever they may appear at firſt, yet on Conſideration mult be 
concluded very pertinent; for as before we were ſhewn of the Church in Glory, 
with her diſputable and indubitable Gifts ſhewn by the Stones and Gold; ſo now 
we are bid likewiſe to look up to him that gives them, and herein the free will of 
God is anſwer'd by an inceſſant River, and as the Satisfaction of Man is anſwer'd 
-in bis moſt religious Thirſt by Eternal Life, TY | | 

Ver. 2. In the midſt of the Street of it, and of either ſide of the River, was there 
the Tree of Life, which bare twelve manner of Fruits, and yielded ber Fruit 

every Month and the Leaves of the Tree were for the healing of the Nations. 

That is in the Center and Perfection of this Divine Converſe, every way or in 
every part of our approach thereto, we going alike thereto with relation to the Di- 
vine Communications of the Spirit, was there L Tree of Life ] that is, aifure 
method appearing, and that would lead us in a direct courſe of Growth as a Tree unto 
Eternal Life; for as Beaſt ſhews of Luſts and Paſſions, and Men of reaſonable Courſes, 
10 alſo Trees and Plants ſtew us of the abſtract Growth of things without relation to 
either Reaſon or Paſſion ; and for the number twelve here again, it's to be conſtrued 
as before; but for the [Fruit] on the Tree, it ſhews that this Tree is not planted'in 
vain, but that it will have its End to a various and competent Perſection; and for 
the | Leaves that are to heal the Nations | they ſhew of Doctrines ariſing from this 
Divine Communication to reconcile them, Leaves in this caſe ſtill ſhewing of Words, 
and for their Effects and Uſe to be applied as is the nature of the Tree or Plant, &c. 
And thus at laſt how happily do we find the firſt of Geneſis and the laſt; of the 
Revelations correſpond? there weidre curs d and. loſe our Eden, and the Tree of 


by Life; 


Life; and here at length we are as bleſſed as ever, and Chriſt the'Seed of the Woman 
has given us a new Jeruſalem, and a new Tree of Life, I believe full as excellent 
as the former: ſo there too our great Forefather Adam enjoy d a continued and im- 
mediate Intercourſe with his great Creator himſelf, and here too, I think, and I be- 
lieve I am not miſtaken, we are in ken of as noble an Intercourſe with him our ſelves 
too, if we neglect or ſlight not the Advantage offering. 425 
Ver. 3. And there ſhall be no more Curſe; but the Throne of God and the Lamb 
be in it; and his Servants ſhall ſerve him. \' 
This may be eaſily underſtood on Conſideration of what has been wrote before. 
Ver. 4. And they ſhall ſee his Face, and his Name ſhall be in their Foreheads. © 
[Gee his Face} that is, perceive of his direct and immediate Care and Tenderneſs 
over them : | and his Name ſhall be in their foreheads | that is, they ſhall never ceaſe 
to own, magnify, praiſe and glorify him, and therefore I may ſay in this Expreſſion 
in the Allegory there is ſomewhat moſt exceeding zealous and extraordinary; for 
tirſt, to carry the Name of God in general implies in it a moſt wonderful Reſpect 
and Regard both to God and his Name, and near as if it ſhould be faid, we make 
it our butineſs, and as if we were to do nothing elle, and as if we ſhould ſeem to de- 
clare that we ſhould not own to live to any other purpoſe : but then withal Cin their 
Foreheads | to have the Name of God, that is more extraordinary than all, for that 
adds withal to do the {ame thing openly, manifeſtly, publickly, and as in contempt 
of all ſhame whatever; for as what is on the Forehead can never be concealPd, fo 
beſure when the Name of God appears there, tis as a Frontlet to boaſt on rather 
than an Adoration we would profeſs in ſecret : and herein alſo appears another Criti- 
cilm, for here the Name of God is on the Fleſh, and not the Apparel, and on the 
Head not the Body, and as if it ſhould be faid, not in Reputation only ſhewn by the 
Apparel ſhall they ſerve their God, but in higheſt reality ſhewn by an Impreſs 
of his Name on the Body it ſelf, and withal in all Ingenuity and publick applica- 
tion of Wit and Zeal thereto as wrote on their Foreheads. 
Ver. 5. And there ſball be no Night there, and they need no Candle, neither Light of the 
Sun; for the Lord God giveth them Light |, and they ſhall reign for ever and ever. 
[No Night there] this Expreſſion hath been interpreted before | and they need no 
Candle] that is, in this Divine Converſe or new holy City, and wherein God himſelf 
is our immediate Monitor and Guide, there is no occaſion for the Aid of any extra- 
ordinary human Arts D neither Light of the Sun] that is, nor of our mere reliance 
on our Reaſon only | for the Lord God giveth them Ligh ] that is, continual Di- 
vine Prediction and Monition ex abundanti anſwer all theſe Wants or ExpeRations 3 
but for the more exact Diſtinction of theſe ſeveral Lights in their ſeveral Natures you 
may ſee more before, ver. 11. cap. 21. | | 2 
Ver. 6. And he ſaid unto me, Theſe Sayings are faithful and true: And the Lord 
' Godof his boly Prophets ſent his Angel to ſhew unte his Servants the things 
which muſt ſhortly be done. TH | 
Angels as Divine Meſſengers muſt be believed, for what they ſay muſt come to paſs, 
and therefore well may he ſay here, theſe Sayings are faithful and true [andthe _ 
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God of his holy Prophets ſent his Angel to ſhew unto his Servants] why itis Angel, 
J have already ſnewn; and why ?tis one of the Angels of the Viols of the Plagues 
too, is already written of: but for the ſubſequent words the things which maſt ſhortly 
be done] that Expreſſion tends to the whole Prophecy, and is fo, that tho theſe pre- 
ſent things are ſo many hundred years after the Apoſtle's Age, yet what with the 
Succeſſion of the reſt before, they preſent us no other than a decent Series or Order of 


Effects even from that time to this. 25 


Ver. 7. Behold I come quickly; bleſſed is he that keepeth the Sayings of the Pro- 


phecy of this Bock, 

For the firfi words here, they are but as a farther Confirmation of what was ſaid be- 
fore ; but for the latter of them they are words of weight : *tis the way of the World 
in lazineſs to contemn what is like to coſt them Pains; and therefore here the Spirit as 
foreſceing no leſs has given a particular Bleſſing to them | that keep the Sayings]. that 
is, obſerve to underſtand and obey them, and that labour ſtoutly in God's Vineyard, 
ſays the Spirit [ bleſſed is he that keeperh the Sayings of the Prophecy of this Bock.] 


then either the Spirit was miſtaken when he wrote both this Prophecy and Promiſe to 


no purpoſe, or elſe ſurely both they that have flighted this Prophecy have grievouſly 
erred, and they that have ſearched thereinto have done as happily ; but for the Iſſue 
of both I leave it to God, 5 WS 
Ver. 8. And] John ſaw theſe things, and heard them : and when I had heard and ſeen, 
T fell down to worſhip before the feet of the Angel, which ſhewed me theſe things, 
That is, theſe things hereafter, and when they appear throly to the Church, and as 
they did at this time to St. John, will even confound her to an holy Admiration, as not 
knowing well which way thereon to turn, at one time almoſt ready [0 worſbip before 
the feet of the Angel] that is, to pay more Honour to the Methods delivering this 
Viol, or to this Viol of Prophecy and Monition it ſelf, when delivered, and both 
which are prefigured by the Angel, than to God himſelf, and who is the only true 
and proper Giver therein. | | 
Ver. 9. Then ſaid he unto me, Se thou do it not; for I am thy fellow Servant, and of thy 


Brethren the Prophets, and of them which lep the ſayings of this Book; worſhip God, 


That is, this Divine Converſe Gift, or new City, when it appears, ſhall no way 
however be ſo unjuſtly applied as to its own Honour, but to the Honour of God 
alone, and to no other End. For the reſt of the Verſe, tis but as an Amplification of 
what was {aid before; only this may be obſerved withal here, that the Angel declares 
literally of himſelf here, as not to mean an Angel indeed, but rather ſome holy Perſon 
or Courſe, and which ſhould hereafter reveal and make manifeſt as well this holy 


Myliery, as the Divine Language alſo thereby foreſhewn, and which hereby by the 


Spirit himſelf is own'd as Prophecy, and whenever thro the Providence of God it 
ſhould be introduc'd to an Appearance, - oO 
Ver. 10. And he ſaid unto me, Seal not the Sayings of the Prophecy. of thi Book; 


for the time is at hand. 


[Seal not the Sayings] that is, let not theſe things be any more a Myſtery, but ra- 


ther clearly reveal'd to tuture Ages [ for the time is at hand] that is, in the order of 


Providence, 


* 
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Providence, in the latter Ages, and when this Prophecy is deſign d for its Performance ; then as this 
new City begins to appear, then will alſo theſe things become as moſt ſelf-evident and clear. 

Ver. 11. He that is unjuſt, let him be unjuſt ſtill, and he that is filthy, let him be filthy tit ; and 
he that is Tighten, as him We flill. | | | 80 
Theſe continue ſtill words equally of Monition and Fact; as they relate to us, they imp 
us of Monition ; and as they come from the Angel, they ſnew of n Fats Libet. 
anſwerable to them: and yet as the Monitory part, and the Fact roo in the main are one : fo 
here I ſhall write of them as one; and ſo what think you is imported hereby? Why truly chis 
that cho the Angel ſhew this glorious City deſcending from God, and God himſelf gives it; yet 
all will not therefore arrive to regard it, and thus there will ſtill be ſome who will be hardned 
even againſt all Conviction, and that tho againſt the greateſt Light; and yet as there are, the 
Spirit hereby leaves us as in precaution not to be offended at them. And how is it then to 
be with us on this new Feruſalem's deſcent? why truly thus, The World will continue to be 
the World ſtill; and however clearly ſome will be ſatisfied of rhe divine Predictions and Moni- 
tions hereby promis d to their abſoluteſt Content, and higheſt ſtedfaſtneſs in Faith, yer for all 
that, ſome will ſtill be found, who counter all the Charms of this holy City, will ſtill long for 
the fleſhly Corruptions of Babylon, and that even to the end, and againſt which God isrefoly'd 
never to raiſe an invincible Neceſſity that they ſhall be good, that they ſhall believe, and that 
they ſhall be ſaved, whether they will or no, fiaving hereby in the abſoluteſt manner that is poſe 
{ible declared, that how great ſoever his Love and Bleſſings defign'd to the Church have been, yet 
herein ſhall be his whole and ſole End ſtill, only to regard thoſe therein, who ſhall demean them- 
ſelves worthy thereof; and ſurely if thus in the very end of all the Promiſes, and in the new Je- 
ruſalem it ſelf, there be no place left for the Wicked and Unbelieving, in vain it is for them to 
look further, and beyond whatever Chriſt has obtain d of God in promiſe to Mankind. 
Ver. 15 1 N I come quickly, and my Reward is with me, to give every Man according as his 
Works (hall be. * 1 | 3 
It may ſeem ſtrange here alſo to obſerve, how the Spirit is ſa much on Repetitions, but ir is not 
in vain ; fox as he thinks this Advice of greateſt Good to Mankind, ſo he ſpares no Enforcement to 
ſet his Exhorration home therein, and therefore rather chufes by a double Charge to leave us under 
the more Guilt in our Neglect, than leave us in any Doubt as tothe @rtainty of his Will. 
Ver. 13. I am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End, the Firſt and the Laſt. 5 
Of this before, only this is to be obſery'd wirhal, that God himſert does not diſdain here 
again of his further publick Confirmation lkewiſe, and how that is to be underſtood has been 
ſufficiently ſhewn betore. . e RY | 
Ver. 14. Bleſſed are they that do his Commandments, that they may have Right to the Tree of 
Life, and may enter in thro the Gates into the Cit m. | = | 
This again, and again, is as a further Confirmation, that the new Feruſalem, when revealed and 
deſcended, altho deſign d ſo evident to the Faithful, yet withal won't be fo clear to all that they 
ſhall enter in, but to them that by living well, that by a patriarchal Faith, and a Conformity to 
the Apoſtles Doctrines, do find this new Converſe, and enter thereby thro the Gates to the Ri- 
ver of the Gifts of the Spirit, and the Tree of Life: happy they; for ſurely if multiplied 
Bleſſings from God, and his Angels, can make them happy, they do not, nor cannot want them, 


if we may believe the Spirit, either here or before. 
Ver. 15. For without are Dogs and Sorcerers, and Whoremongers, and Murderers,. and Idolaters, 


and whoſoever loveth and maketh 4 Lie. | 
That is, theſe are they will be ſhut our by the Spirit from this free Converſe, and as indeed 
I am ſufficiently already ſatisfied by my own Experience, and that partly as blinded by Infidelity 
therein, and partly thro the withdrawing of the River of his Grace; and who ſuch ſhall be here- 
in, you ſee is doubly repeated by the Spirit, only the word Dag is added, as clearly Allegorical, 
and ſhewing of mere vain, empty, and malirious Slanderers, c. for as a Dag barks at all, ba- 
niſhing either Neighbourhood, Aid, or Acceſs, ſo ſuch brutiſn Vices in Men alſo are marked 
by Creatures, reſembling therein the greateſt aptneſs therein. 7 
Ver. 16. J Feſus have ſent mine Angel to teſtify unto you theſe things in the Churches; I am ths 
Root and Offspring of David, &c. the bright Morning-/iar. Cod. 
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and to-xthom be all Honour and Glory, for Ever and Ever. Amen, 
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God has ſhewn his infinite Mercy to Men, and the Angel has done his part too, and now Chriſt 


is on his part alſo, that is, the Spirit to act in Juſtice, and to give every one theirſhare; as Chrift E 


is Lord of all, and Head of the Church, fo here he repreſents him in his univerſal Command 
alſo: he adds likewiſe the following Characteriſticks of the Root and Offspring of David, and 
the bright and Morning: ſtar; the firſt to declare him the Glory of the Fews, and the laſt to 
ſnew him the Joy of all Chriſtians, and on whoſe Appearance the blindneſs of Error and igno- 


rance, repreſented by the Night, is immediately on che vaniſn; che Sun of Righteouſneſs, or the 


new Feruſalem rather, incontinently riſing thereon to ſucceed it. | 21-19 
Nor is it leſs obſervable here, how the Eternal fights our Infidelity by his Preſcience'; we 
when Diſcoveries ſeem to be made by us, are ftill for honouring our ſelves as Inventors; bur 
here pray read the truer Leſſon, here this holy Converſe, whenever it appears, is manifeſtly at- 
tributed to the Gift of God and Chriſt ; here is no room left for human Wit or Endeavours : 
then in ſhorr, Man, when God's Hour is come, can do Wonders; and why? becauſe tis his 
Providence has ſo reſolvd on them, but for his own Power and Merits, elſe are they not va- 
niſh'd as into Air, and may not we all juſtly ſay, we ar? as unprofitable Servants ? | 
Ver. 17. And the Spirit and the Bride ſay, Come, and let him that heareth ſay, Come, and let 
him that is athirſt come, and whoſoever will, let him take the Water of Life freely. 


That is, the Aid of the Spirit in this new Jeruſalem ſtate was always ready, had Men bur 


heeded and purſued its Meaſures ; for ſo anſwers the Fact to the word come, as a word; and 
then for the following Expreſſion, tis an Exhortation to all that once perceive this great Truch 
to join therein alſo ; and it they do, you ſee what is offer d them, to wit, the Water o Lie freely. 
Ver. 18. For I teſtify unto. every Man that heareth the words of the Prophecy of this Book, if any 
Man ſhall add unto theſe things, Cod ſhall add unto him the Plagues that are written in this Book. 
— thereunto] may be ſeveral ways, either to the Book it ſelf, or by an impoſing of a falſe 
and wicked Interpretation thereon, this being the very means foreordain d, as 1s ſaid by the Leaves 
of the Tree of Lite to heal the Nations; that is, this very Language in it felt carrying ſuch 


Truths as will be ſufficient of their own Light to deſtroy all former oppoſing Errors. 


Ver. 19. And if any Man ſhall take away from the words of the Book of this Prophecy, God ſhall 
take away his part out the Book of Life, and out of the holy City, and from the things which 

are written in this Box. . 7 | 61432 TL A 
As the word add may have a double ſenſe above, ſo rhe taking away here below may be as 
dangerous, in a double ſenſe likewiſe : for ſurely he that either derogates from the Authority 
of this Book, or any way goes about to divert or ſtifle the true Energy or Drift thereof, is as 
dangerous a taker away in it, as he that blots or leaves out ſome of the words, and that tho 
not in Effect, yet at leaſt in Purpoſe ; and how far that may reach with the ſearcher of Hearts, 


{ leave to every Man to conclude, _ _ 
ver. 20. He which teftifieth theſe things ſaith, Surely I come quickly, Amen: Even ſo came Lord 
Feſus. | 5 | | FA? pod $97, 34 
Further and further Aſſurances ſtill, were we but worthy duly to regard them. 
Ver. 21. The Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt be with you all. Amen. dn 
And now I have brought my Reader to a Concluſion, it only remains of what have I to add, that 


I give him a little in Refſection upon the whole, and then diſmiſs him; and herein firſt it may be 


he may object, how I alledg of ſuch a divine Monition, and prophetick Converſe, bur where 
ſhall it be diſcover'd ? I anſwer, in this Caſe it is not hard to find it; for as I declare my ſelſ 


greatly a Maſter in it, having Monitions and Foreſights without bounds, fo I doubt not but ea- 


yt make the whole World ſo with me, only in this I have firſt Efſay'd how they may re- 
liſn my firſt Attempts herein, and cre I venture too far in another Courſe with them. But: it 
the Example of my Skill, and the undoubred Evidence of my lawful procedure in this, en- 
courage me to further Eflays of this kind, I little doubt, by the Bleſſing of God, but to give 
Men near all the Methods of the whole remaining Body of the new Feruſalem among them. 
The God of all Power, Excellence, and Wiſdom, direct and blef5 us all, now and for ever; 
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